
12 THE STORY OF CONFEDERATION 

to determine the rank and name of the united colony. This provision 
appears in the resolutions as revised by the London Conference, and 
also in the first draft of the Bill. Apparently there was a change of 
policy in regard to this subject, for in the place for the name in the 
fourth clause of the third draft, which had been left vacant in the 
earlier drafts, appears, for the first time, the " Kingdom of Canada." 
Sir John Macdonald has left on record that the conference desired 
this designation for the new Confederation, and made every effort to 
retain it, but that Lord Stanley (afterwards 15th Earl of Derby), 
then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, objected on the ground 
that the name ' Kingdom ' might wound the susceptibilities of the 
Americans. For this rather inadequate reason, " Kingdom " was 
disallowed and " Dominion" substituted therefor. There is no 
record of a discussion in the conference on the subject, though one 
in all probability took place, for in the margin of one of Macdonald's 
drafts there appear, written in his own hand, one under the other, 
probably in inverse order of his preference, the words:— 

Province, 
Qy Dependency, 

Colony, 
Dominion, 
Vice Royalty, 
Kingdom. 

If " Kingdom " was not to be employed, I think it will be generally 
admitted that the conference made the best selection possible in the 
circumstances. 

The Bill, as finally agreed upon in the London Conference, passed 
through Parliament without much criticism, and received the Royal 
Assent on March 29, 1867. On May 22 following, a Royal Procla­
mation issued, uniting the provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick into one Dominion under the name of Canada. Two 
days later, Lord Monck, who had been appointed Governor General 
of the new Dominion, entrusted Sir John Macdonald with the forma­
tion of his first ministry, a task of no small difficulty, which, however, 
Macdonald successfully accomplished, and on July 1, 1867, the Domi­
nion started on its career. 

Many obstacles had been overcome, but many remained to be 
dealt with, and it required the exercise of the highest statesmanship 
to avoid the rocks ahead. The difficulties attendant upon the 
carrying on of a coalition government, intensified by the bitter oppo­
sition of George Brown, greatly added to the ordinary burden of 
administration. The anti-union agitation in Nova Scotia, led by 
Joseph Howe, was full of disastrous possibilities. Scarcely had it 
been allayed when the first rising in the Northwest under Louis Riel 
seemed for the moment to threaten the stability of the arrangements 
under which Rupert's Land and the territories beyond had just been 
acquired by Canada. Fenian troubles; serious differences with the 
United States over fishery and commercial questions; these and other 
perplexing problems pressed heavily upon those charged with the 
administration of the affairs of the new Dominion. But all were 
successfully surmounted. Howe gave up the contest, accepted the 


